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Joseph Crawford McBride was the son of James and Mary Crawford McBride. He was 

born around 1780. This is the date born by.   It could have been earlier but this date 

assumes he was 21 or so when he married Elizabeth Brammer in 1802.   

I want to comment on Joseph's middle name.  Most researchers just list his name as 

Joseph C. McBride.  I have been assured that the book, The House of Burgess, states 

clearly that his middle name was Crawford. I have not seen that book, but, I have 

chased his genealogy down to his grandson who is named Joseph Crawford McBride, 

after his grandfather.  This second Joseph Crawford McBride does not have a Crawford 

in his mother's ancestry. The Crawford comes from the first Joseph Crawford McBride's 

mother. Because of this naming, coming out of nowhere so to speak, I feel confident in 

knowing the middle name. 

And this raises an interesting question. There are only two sons whose middle names 

are known, Thomas Crawford McBride, and Joseph Crawford McBride.  Mary Crawford 

was supposedly from English nobility. Is it possible that the McBride boys were named, 

Crawford-McBride in the English fashion? This union of maternal and paternal names 

was rife among the nobility.  It seems strange to me that two sons would get the 

mother's middle name unless it was something like this. If true, this would mean that all 

the sons were Crawford-McBrides. 

There is a Joseph McBride on the 1789 Botetourt Co. tax list, owning 6 horses. I don't 

know if this is our Joseph, but if so, it would place his birth before 1768 and would make 

him 34 when he married in 1802.  Below is the copy of the tax list. 

 



Botetourt County is very close to Henry Co. If this is our Joseph, then he would have 

had to have been born at least by 1768.  Such an early date would fit with his death 

before 1818. 

The first certain appearance of Joseph in the historical record is on the Wedding 

contract for marriage to Elizabeth Brammer.  He signed it July 27, 1802 and this is the 

only known example of his signature. 

 

Elizabeth Brammer was the sister of John McBride's wife, Nancy Brammer. John 

McBride was Joseph's brother and the latter couple married in 1790.  They were the 

daughters of James and Mary Brammer of Patrick Co., VA. 

The couple lived in Patrick county or its environs for a few years.  Probably by 1810 and 

definitively by 1811, Joseph and his bride Nancy were in White Co., TN as shown by the 

1811 tax list of Capt. William Ridges.  



 

 

He is mentioned in Abner Hill's 1861 autobiography obtained from Mary Helen Haines. 

 



Joseph and Elizabeth Brammer McBride had the following children: 

Charlotta (b. 7-3-1803 Patrick Co., VA; d. 4-24-1880 Putnam Co., TN) 

Margaret "Peggy" (b. 2-15-1808 White Co., TN; d. 12-22-1891 Putnam Co., TN) 

Thomas John (b. 5-12-1812 White Co., TN; d. 12-12-1891 Putnam Co., TN) 

Elizabeth Betsy (b. 4-7-1815 White Co., TN; d. 8-2-1891 Putnam Co., TN) 

Joseph Mulkey (b. 1819 White Co., TN; d. 1879 Atchison, KS) 

  

The only other reference to Joseph is after he died. His brother Andrew and his wife 

Elizabeth were named as executors.   

 



Elizabeth was pregnant when Joseph died.  Joseph Mulkey McBride was born the next 

year, a posthumous son.   

Elizabeth lived until 1860. She died in Putnam Co., TN, never having remarried. 

Joseph and Elizabeth Brammer McBride left progeny in White County, TN that remain 

to this day.  Data on the Findagrave site shows one of their daughters and cements the 

tie to Patrick County, VA. 

 

 

 

 

 


