”1;Iiland on.whicthhay atand was bought by blood at tha Alamo. The patent for

- the ‘.J:.lliam H. s:mn Laague was 8pplied ror, and 8 certificata 1ssued b'y'

i siAHsumF,' Hbusz‘if‘;‘__f o

'1'?fFor ovcr LE cantury three old hanss n¢tr Tnylor'a Bayou in Scuth= .'

.Jeffer:on County htvt been landmarks or ths zraa. Thair history and that?;'fi:
| oi' their occupa.nta throughout tha yaara haa ‘oeen $0 intuminglsd that tha_-";.' L
_onp or tham ean hardly be told without that of tha othars. The :;g‘ | f'

'._tha Renu.blic of Tsxas to t.ha ha:l_rs of Smith in recognition tha'b William
Ha Snith had fought and died ror his country at tho Alama.f But- it was not N
© until 18&7, arter T&xas had become a stata that J Pincknay Henderson, first i

 fGovernor cf Taxaa, signed the patont granting tha lssgua of land at tha haad ._ké
'-of Taylor"a Bayou to ths widow of Nil..im H. Smith and his childran -
_ By the lato l&hO'a deacendanta of tha Acadiana who hsd aattlad in
-i;‘_VerudlliOn Parish and Ihperial St. andry Parish, Louisiana, were. 1ooking
‘_for naw paaursaa for’ thair cattla, and thny turnad their eyss toward the g:
graen orairies of the Taxas Oulr Goast. They and their progeny were to
profoundly influenca the duvelopaant of the oattla, riua, and oil industry in

- "Jeffevson Gountv, raxns.-n""

Two brothvra, Piarra Oneseme and Edward T. Brousaard, each had thraa i l,;if;;

'sons-uﬁc migrated *o texas. Tha sons of mdward Yere Sevan, Hoile, and Eloi

i and Diarre Onezame's aons were Emil, Theophile, and Daunevilla. Sometime ba- _

fore 1850 the B?oussarda built larga cumbersame oxnarts, loaded thsir household

. 'possassiona on them, hitched two yokus of axun to aacn cart, und with their

‘ herds, bagan the long trek to Texas. It took eight waeks to nake—the trip fran
'Varmillion Bayou to Jefreraon County, ‘On tha way they had to cross scveral -

. ~rivers: and bajnus., To maka the croaaing thaj tiad rloating logs to ths carta :{ :2

: and owad them acroaa with 8. skifr in which the wcmen and childran roda. ~=~}:'~"1




" Even before be scquired land in Jefferaon County, Texss, Plerre

Cnexena Broussarﬁ reglstersd his cattls Sranda. On October ll,ilahé, he
reglstared two brands C_—ﬂ end ﬂ-// .‘.' On January 1, 18147,73/)( was
registerﬁd to his son "Edouard Teofille Brnuasard,i and S)G to his son
”EmillQ Broussard;" " In June of that qama,yéar three brands were regilstersd
to Edward D. Bz;ouaéard, who probably was Deuneville, )7/ ,S,,f} » and, J, .5 .

| On September 16, 1851, bs a.cquirad a deed to 1150 acres of lland in
the We§£ one~é;urtﬁ of the Willism Smith League frem David and Bétilda‘Ga:ner.
The Garﬁers haa goiten.the_land frcﬁ'ﬁilli;m'Armstroﬁg, ﬁho recaivad it from
Mrs, Elizaceth Smith as payment for his serﬁ.ces in clearing hez; headright as
heir of her husband who was slain at the Alamo.

Since all the instruments relating to the land descfiﬁa Plerre Oneaeme;
as a resident of Vermiilicn Parish, louisiana, ahd his son Emil had been living
en the land for some time &t ths start of the Civil War in 1861, it seems un=
likely that‘hs aver lived pérmanently 1n Texas, It is no}e likely that Emil
took care of his father's interests here.. At any rate, in 1859, with the title
still'iﬁ Pierre Oneseme!s name, Augustus Mobray of Sour Lak§ Station, now known
g3 N-me, began work on & house on the land. .Mobray had just completed a house
for 3avan Broussard. Liks Se#aﬁ'a home, thls house was made of wide cypress
voards shipped (rom thelLaka Arthﬁr arsa of Loulsiasna, It was a sturdy story-and-
a—half building with an outside afairway, architecturs typical of the arez at
tﬁat time. A long porch ran down :ne fromt of the house toward the kitchen,
which, liks most hoﬁsaa then, was separate from the main house. The house was
roof=d with hand-draﬁn cypress ahingles. |

Before 1860 the house was complete enough tc move ints, althnugn it
was not until 184l that the two large fireplaces were finished. .To comemorata

their completion, one of the Broussards painstakingly carved out the numerala.

n1861" and fixed them to the mant&lpiece of one of the fireplaces. In front of
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. the house.waa a large undeﬁéround cistern to supply water, and nearby wag
the iron washpot and battling board for laumdry.

If Pierrs Oneim Broussard sver lived in the hou.ée, his stay wa g
short, for by tha tims the Civil War bcgan. his son Bmil waas living thare,
and tha 1860 Censua for Jeffersen County shows that Bmil's eldest child, Elodis,
then eight years old, wsa born in Texas, Thp census &lso meala that Emilts
younger brothar,.Depneville, then twentiy-one, was a part of his houaehold.l
His other brother, Theo, who was married, built a house a short distance away,
also on Pierro Omsme'a land

Along with the other Brousésrds, Imil began to make cattle_drivés
to New Orlesans. There, although the drive wag long and dangerous, he found
& profitab;a market, Then the Civil War plunged the country into conflict.
Theo aﬁd Deuneville and their cousins Moise and. Eloi, were in the f'ilg,htin‘g.

Theo brought his wife to stay in the home of his brother'Emii, w¥ho stayed

behind to protect the wamen and children, and to attend to the cattle and Crops,
While Theo. was ;way at war, his daughter Zilda was born in Emii's home, snd a
son was oorn to Emi)l and his wi:t'e.

When the war was over, the men came hcme vattle weary and defeatad.
Durn1ng the war theres had been no market for the cattle, although %mil had
furnishe~ some beef to the Canfederate Armies camped near Beaum&ﬁt, aﬁd at
3abine PaE;. His herds had increased, and pastures were lush further South,
Emil and his famiiy movad oﬁ to what would iater te known as Langham's Ranch.
Theo, %oo, moved to a location or Hillebraﬁdt Hayou near where Port Acres is
today, and when Deuneville married, he bagan to live in Tnéo's old homaf Years
later, when Theo died, he nad » most unusual funeral, Twe ba%bu w23 at f{lood
stage, His body was placed ir a small boat and rowed out to a larger boat
-carrying the mourners. They floatpﬁ down tne bayon o a little grove of trees

. where ne was buried. The location was 1oat, and Theo lies in an urwnarked grave,




Early in 1866 arter th- Civil Whr vas ovar, Eloi Broussard,
youngsr brother of Sevan and HQise, married Hary Azema Habert beautiful

daughter of nha wealthy pionaer cattlanan, Joaeph Hebert. In Dacember of

1844, 4 @on was born to Eloi and his wiro, and thay naned him for his grand«

father and his- rather, Joaaoh Elo; Brouasard.l~ R R
| On August 10; 1867, pi.m Onesame Brouxsard deeded tha old Emil
Broussard homa and 319 acrea of land to Eloi, but thay had mcvod into the
house aeveral months earliar, whon Eloi's and Azema's ‘gon Joseph,wzs only
.thhree vaeks old. They moved g0 soon arter the baby was born, bacauae tha
" weather had oaen dry, ard the bnyoua wure low, making it less dszicult
for the clumsy oxcarts carrying their houaehold possessions o crosu.,_t::: 

Joseoh Hebert': daughter had oeen accustamed to an eaaier life.'

In 1860 he wes ona of the waalthieat cattlaman in Jefreraon County, : owning Li

almost 3000 head uf cattle, twelve slaves and other large holdings.' Hut _

7 thpir new home was strong and wanm, and in spita of hardahips ard loneli- ;"‘”

ness, -“he young couple and their child aettled into the housa and began
to maka a happy 1ifa for thsmselves. '
They had ‘been in the housa ] lit*le over & year vhen Eloi and the

baby Secame 111, probablj with yellcv fever. In a few days Eloi vas daad.

For a long iimme the child Josauh hoverud betwean lire and death, but finally'fm
he began to rncover, and Azama Wroussard had to conaider what to do with her f

life, Agparently she carried on the businasa of Lhe ranch Her brorh,r, Ben:f

Habert, and & negro hand lived on the placa with her; . In 1868 the recnrd -

shows that she represented her minor son, Joseoh Eloi Brnussard, in the par— o

.tltion ‘of the estate of his *randfather Edward T Broussard.
"After remaining a widow f'or several yoara Asama Brouasard married

Lovan Hamshiﬂa in 1871, fne old house begar to cone - nliva arain. Sne and.,
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.'Hmshi,re raisod a large fmily beaides her son Joa Brousurd. . The r homo

| 'hoom a meet:\.ng placo for tho oomunity. 'rhare waro RO Cathol.io churoho:

111 tno Ts;ylor'a Bayou a.rea for many yea.ro, and uisoionary priests stoppod
sovoral timao a yaar'at tha Hamshiros' to perform baotisms, uoddings, and
- to celebrate tho Hus. Smotims a teacher waa hired to teach school thero.".,

';'Thare wera always sovercl “handa Hho slapt in tha big upltaira room with

' ,.',",I""_'t,ha Hanshire boyo and r;odo tho prairio with Lovan Hanshire in the never

endi t.aak Dr brandj_ng and rounding up the cattle. The upst.airs rocm

' ".:.waa of’cen uud for dancas too, and tho o'Ld wallu oohoed t.ho ocrape of tha

RN fiddle and’ the shuffle of dmoing rm.. i

Lovm Hmshiro and hia orm-ra, 1iko tho other oat.tlernen, mada the .
long da.npe"oua dri-res to Now Orleans, and htor to the raﬂheads to got
| :hia oattlo o’ prof.‘itable marketa 1n tha boof h\mgry Horth. . Basides the ; S
."'catt.lo husinoaa, a rew men bapan to plant rioo. Lovan Ha'nahiro vas among
'-."ono first. to try the crop on a comercial basis. I.n the early 1890’5 ho
and Louis Aubey nlanted about aixt:r aores ) Honduras rioo near his home. S
' _He threshad sbout X0 aacks and sold it to Joe Broussard for SB.CO a aack., _
In 1891 ‘Jos Rro zosard bu:\.lt 3 snall pumping plant. to irrigate 7-
'rice fron Taylor's Bay‘ou. Tho naxt year, 1892, he added machinery to t‘te
lgriat mi1l he. alxoady mmed to out. into operat.ion tho f.‘irot. successful

' "rioe mill in the otato. This non oi Ama Habart and Eloi BrOussard was

: to ouild an errrpire in land, cattle, oil md rica that would reaoh far beyond

the old houae vhers he spant his boyhood, and profoxmdly affoct t.he rutu‘e o

of Jeffnrson County and Southeast 'I'exas.

The ‘Hamshirs familv vas’ grmﬁng . and tha communit.y surroundim, o SRR

the old ho.:se was growing up r-oo. -_ In 1’%95 the f}ulf and Inters"ate Railroad -

7 was ouilt from Boaunont. to Gal:eston. Lit.t.le tmms grew up whe*e t.ro t.rains o

l'

at.opped. A few mileo rrom the old Ha:mshire homo waa one of the stops, and

tho tmm t.hat sprang up ther- bocame known 28 Hamshiro. Lt bear; "hat. nm’



| .In 1898 Rev. John J. A. Gallagher came to aer§h Qatho1ig§1in'tbe |

Port Arthur~Taylorts anou mission Qrs:. .Lovan'Hanahirefand’his.wire As¢m§a_;'T.-”
gave m acre of la.n_d, and toéothef, flt_}zer Gallagher', Hamahire, and the men
of £he.camnunity arectéd the first Catholic church in that vicinit}. ﬁhen‘_
it bumad in 1960, it-was tha oldest Catholic church still being used as a .
church in Jarferson COunty. ' |

One af the dnughtars of Lovan and Azema Hanshire, Lena, marriad ,'
the aon of Theo Brousaard, Parry Anothar danghtar, Eunice, marriad the
son of Tenas Arceneaux, Preslay. Artor he death of tha Hanshires, the
young Arcensaux couplo begnn to live 1n tha old home, and Mrs. Arcensaux, -
now a widow, still livos thare.: } ‘ ' V

| The Hanahira house has waathered and settled into itta surround-

ings, but it has changed‘little~since Emil Brouasard first moved into it.
The kitchen and &ininé rocm have been built onto the house. Walipaper -
covers thg.once painted walls, In 1900 the.ﬁouze vas Sa£tered by a desfruct; f.
ive hailstorm, Again that same year it was pounded by the 1500 hurricans
while the Hamshire family and friends hﬁddled Hiihinrif's walls, - The roof
waé'damaged, and the handmade cyﬁreea shingles had to bé rsplaced. The
house ia.in excrllent condition, and inAalﬁost it's original atgté'arch-
ivecturally. ', 1 | 7

The Hamshire house has playad an important §1f£ in the'hiétorf
-pf T;ias and Jefferaon Couﬁt?. The lnnd on which it stands was bought by
blood at the Alamo. It'as occupanta ware a part of ths struggles and pri- '
vations of the early days of Texas! atatehood.. They fought and auffered
defeat in the War Between the‘Statas.' fhey gaw the rise of tha cattle king-
dom and the beginning of'ﬁﬁé'riée induatfy.' The 11ttlé‘ucho§nera‘tﬁat so.
many years ago had brought iumb&r frum-Loﬁisiéna-po build the héuéq vere

replaced by large ships. Railroads were built where the hbfée and the -




‘oultca‘rh,:hadlbo'en.the ouly means of travel, ".I"na car and the airplane )
_bécaﬁe bommonplace,‘ahd all ot’thaﬁ, ﬁ;rh:ps--the ahips,'ﬁraina,.cars
and airplanca--—wnre powered with producta from oil that flowed from

- the ground whare cattle brought by the Brouanarda rrou Vermilion Parish

had once graxed. '




